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“Photography: the only
hobby where you can shoot
people and cut off their
heads without getting into
trouble.”

*Who needs a time
machine, when you have

a camera?”

IMPORTANT Information:

The next meeting of the year is Tuesday 16th July at
the Vintage Car Club Rooms at 7pm.
If you would like to submit images into club competitions,
they must be submitted by 8pm on
the Sunday after club night.
The next competition entries are due on Sunday 21st July.
The Subjects are:
Subject 1 - Open
Subject 2 - Speed
Please note the email address for submissions is:
taupocameraimages@gmail.com

Behind every great
photo is a
photographer yelling,
“Hold still!”
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Editor's Note: We're excited to keep sharing the amazing
talents and diverse perspectives of our camera club community
through member spotlights. Whether you're an experienced
photographer or just starting out, you have a unique story to tell.
This month, we are delighted to feature Alisdair Keucke, Rachel
Hume, and Peter Beazley. They will be sharing their passion
and memorable moments with us. Let's celebrate our shared
love for photography and the wonderful individuals who make
our camera club community so special.

“You know youre a photographer

Al when your vacation budget
7 .
is mostly for gear, 2

not the trip
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Member Spotlight: Alisdair’s Journey into Photography:

At the age of ten, | received my first camera, a Kodak 127, and became the family photographer.
| rarely appeared in family photos from then on, as | was always behind the camera.

Before that, my parents used an old Kodak bellows camera (a Kodak No. 2A Autographic Brownie)
with a split in the bellows, resulting in a distinctive white diagonal
streak across all my early childhood photos.

In my early 20s, | bought my first SLR, a Canon FTb, which | still
have today. | also set up a darkroom with a Durst enlarger and spent
several years developing and printing my own photos. As family and
work commitments grew, photography took a back seat, but my
interest never waned, and | continued to acquire various cameras
over the years. Now, in retirement, I've rekindled my passion for

photography, enjoying the time and freedom to fully explore it once ST o
again. The Rafters by Alisdair
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I've been a member of the Turangi photography interest group for eight

years and have led it for the past four. My interest in the Taupo Camera Club grew as | followed its
activities online, and | finally joined the club about three years ago. Participating in two photography
groups, each with a monthly theme, attending club nights and viewing other members' work inspires
me to improve.

Currently, | shoot with a Nikon D7500 and also have a Canon SX610 HS compact camera, which was
my go-to for travel but is now often replaced by my cell phone for convenience.

My primary focus is landscape photography, but | also enjoy macro and street photography. I've
dabbled in street photography and plan to explore it further. Additionally, | appreciate the drama, form,
and texture that black-and-white photography can convey.

| use Luminar Neo for editing, which | find user-friendly and continuously evolving with new updates.
Editing is particularly rewarding, transforming an ordinary image into
something special. While | used to rely on presets in Luminar Neo, |
now prefer to edit manually, experimenting with different techniques
to let the image evolve.

| have a collection of books featuring works by legendary
photographers like Ansel Adams, Edward Weston, Henri Cartier-
Bresson, and Alfred Eisenstaedt. Browsing these books and following
YouTube channels like Mark Denny, Photography Online, Simon

D’Entremont, and Courtney Victoria provide endless inspiration and
ideas. Shouting the Odds, by Alisdair

The best advice I've received is to enter photographs in competitions.
Although it takes some courage initially, you learn a lot from the judges' feedback.

Modern digital photography has advanced significantly since the days of film, allowing for creative
possibilities that were once impossible. While | appreciate the basics of film photography, | much
prefer the flexibility of digital editing over the laborious process of the darkroom. The principles are
similar, but the path to the final image is wonderfully different.
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July Field Trip Report
So, there we were, a motley crew of camera enthusiasts embarking on a magnificent quest to capture
the perfect shot. It all started with a modest group of five outside the 2 Mile Bay Sailing Club; our
numbers grew to an epic eight as we gathered three more adventurers in Turangi.

After fortifying ourselves with pies and coffee (a vital step in any expedition), we braved the Desert
Road to behold the majestic sights of Ngauruhoe and Ruapehu. Surprisingly, the winds weren’t as
ferocious as predicted, and the icy chill added to the drama of the mountains.

Our journey led us to the Waipakihi turnoff, a veritable oasis of parking space. While some of us
marvelled at the picturesque reflections in the bog, Mike was the only genius who remembered to bring
gumboots. We should have known we would be knee-deep in bog reflections — rookie mistake.

Lesson learned: always trust Mike's fashion sense.

Tukino Access Road provided the perfect setting for a well-deserved lunch. We managed some great
shots of the mountains, and Deborah and Richard became so engrossed in photographing reflections
in the tarn, that we thought they were waiting for flamingos to arrive - maybe next time.

Post-lunch, we went our separate ways. Graham even decided to ditch us for a fishing adventure; a
few others couldn't resist revisiting their favourite spots, and a small group ventured down the
Kaimanawa Road to the Potu Intake. There were even more photo ops to be had at the Waikato Falls.

Thankfully, our journey home was uneventful, and we managed to score some cheap fuel at the Gull
Service Station at Tauranga-Taupo—the holy grail of North Island fuel stops.

Get ready for an
awesome slideshow at
the upcoming meeting,
featuring some of our
photos of the day!

Thank you to our Sponsors,
Taupo Office Products who continue
to supply the Chocolate Fish
which are given out to our Honours Recipients.




Taupo Camera Club

Member Spotlight: Rachel’s Journey into Photography.

My interest in photography was ignited by images my dad had taken, particularly a self-portrait he did.
To this day, | am fascinated by self-portraits and black-and-white photography.

| have been with the Taupo Camera Club for almost ten years and served as President for five of those.

My journey with the club started when | relocated to Taupo, having
previously been a member of the CHB Camera Club.

I am a Nikon user currently shooting with a D5 SLR and Z9 mirrorless.

| photograph a variety of subjects, and often, it depends on how | am feeling.
You can find me on the sideline of a rugby game or on the hunt field during
the winter months. However, my main passion is pet photography.

My approach to editing varies

depending on the genre | am dealing

with. For sports photography, | keep
editing minimal and aim to get the best
possible shot in camera. For artistic edits on my pet images, | use Camera
Raw and Photoshop. All of my images are ingested into my computer using
Photo Mechanic.

Motivation is a fickle thing and can come and go. | have some amazing
friends within the photographic world who are great thinkers, and we have
fabulous conversations going deep into the why of what we are doing. | am
also very involved with PSNZ and attend their conventions as this always
spikes my motivation and | come away with new ideas and learnings. | am
pushing myself further this year by entering the NZIPP amateur photographer

competition and attending their

conference. | have also learned to be

okay with not picking up my camera if the mood is not there, letting go of

comparison, and just photograph for me.

There are countless resources out there, books, websites, etc, each

offering something valuable
depending on my needs at the
time. It's hard to single out one,
as they all contribute in their
own way, even if it’s just one
insightful line.

My advice to others would be to

photograph for yourself:

Comparison is the thief of joy. You will only improve by trying things
and stepping out of your comfort zone.

If | could give advice to my younger self, it would be to invest in the
best quality lenses | could afford.
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Member Spotlight: Peter Beazley

My interest in photography was sparked by my mother when she gave me an old Kodak Box
Brownie and suggested | photograph motorcycles instead of racing them, as | had initially planned.
So, at 15 years old, | began my journey into photography.

| have been a member of TCC since around 1990, with a
short stint at the South Waikato Camera Club. | was
honoured to become a life member of TCC in 2021, and |
really enjoy the camaraderie of camera clubs.

| use a Fuji xt5 and have been a Fuji user since the XT
series began. | appreciate the build quality, their world-
class lenses and the ease of adjusting ISO, shutter speed,
or aperture without delving too deeply into its computer
settings.

High Speed at Paeroa by Peter

While | have an interest in general photography, my

background lies in film cameras at sports events,
especially motorcycle road racing. After a shaky start, | improved enough to have my work regularly
published in New Zealand motorcycle magazines and in Classic Racer, a prestigious English
periodical. | was awarded my Licentiateship by PSNZ in 2008. Currently, | am enjoying
photographing flowers.

| believe there's nothing wrong with editing an image. Raw images are
usually flat and may require editing, as well as cropping if necessary. |
typically use Lightroom and Photoshop, and | also have Nik and Topaz
plugins, although | don't use them regularly.

To stay motivated, | enjoy reading and watching tutorials on various W
subjects and generally enter club and PSNZ competitions. | am also an e &
avid printer and belong to two PSNZ print circles, of which | am a —n sV
convenor of one. | am always striving to improve my work. A '\

| watch a number of YouTube tutorials, some by Simon D’Entremont,
Mark Denny, Nigel Danson, and others. In terms of reading, | search for
anything by Michael Freeman, Tony Worobiec, Freeman Patterson, and
Saul Leiter. Two books in my library worth considering by Michael
Freeman are "The Paths To Creative Photography" and "The

Photographer’s Eye." | also believe that studying the great Ansel
Adams is a must. Felicia Amelloides - The Happy flower

| encourage aspiring photographers to learn to use their cameras,

understand the capabilities of their lenses, and then practice. Many

photographers can produce a one-off, but producing a series of 10-15 images that flow together is
another story. It takes practice, lots of it.

When | started out, | was very much on my own, being so involved with motorcycling and that alone,
and | lacked technical photography skills, which | longed for. A friendly professional photographer
stepped in when looking for someone to help him out and gave me much-needed encouragement
and advice. Over the years, perseverance has paid off with successes in various genres from time to
time. One is always learning in photography, which is one of its beauties.
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The upcoming competition is about Speed - Here are a few tips for photographing speed.
Understanding Motion: Freeze vs. Blur

Before diving into settings, it’s important to understand two primary ways to capture speed:

Freezing Motion: This technique captures a sharp image of a fast-moving subject, giving the impression that time
has stopped. It’s perfect for action sports, wildlife, and any scenario where you want to see the subject clearly in
motion.

Conveying Motion (Motion Blur): This technique blurs the moving subject or background to create a sense of
speed. It’s effective in scenes where the blur conveys energy and dynamism, such as cars racing on a track or
cyclists in motion.

Essential Camera Settings
1. Shutter Speed

Freezing Motion: Use a fast shutter speed to freeze action. Generally, a shutter speed of 1/1000th of a second or
faster is ideal for high-speed subjects like cars or sports. For moderate action, like children running or pets,
1/500th of a second can work.

Conveying Motion: Use a slower shutter speed to create blur. Depending on the subject's speed, this can range
from 1/30th to 1/250th of a second. Experiment with different speeds to achieve the desired amount of blur.

2. Aperture

For Depth of Field: A wide aperture (low f-number, like /2.8) can help isolate your subject from the background,
especially when using a fast shutter speed to freeze motion. For panning shots or scenes where you want more of
the frame in focus, a narrower aperture (higher f-number, like {/8 or {/11) is preferable.

3.1SO

Balancing Light: In bright conditions, you can keep your ISO low (100-400). However, you may need to increase
ISO in lower light situations or to achieve higher shutter speeds. Modern cameras handle higher ISOs well, but be
mindful of potential noise.

4. Autofocus

Continuous Focus: Use this mode to keep moving subjects in focus. It’s essential for tracking fast-moving
objects. Enable all focus points or a group of focus points for better subject tracking.

Techniques for Photographing Speed
Panning

Panning is a technique where you follow a moving subject with your camera, using a slower shutter speed. This
results in a sharp subject with a blurred background, emphasizing the motion. To practice panning:

Follow the Subject Smoothly: Start tracking your subject before you press the shutter and continue to follow
through after the shot.

Keep Your Movements Fluid: Avoid jerky movements to prevent the subject from blurring.

Experiment with Shutter Speeds: Start with 1/60th of a second and adjust as needed depending on the speed
of the subject and the desired effect.
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2. Pre-Focusing
For fast-moving subjects that follow a predictable path (like cars on a track), pre-focusing can be a game-changer:

*  Focus on a Spot: Pre-focus your lens on a point where you expect the action to happen.
. Switch to Manual Focus: Once focused, switch to manual focus mode to lock it in place.
*  Wait for the Subject: When your subject reaches the pre-focused spot, capture the shot.

3. Burst Mode
Using burst mode can help you capture the perfect moment in high-speed action:

*  High Frame Rate: Set your camera in burst mode to capture multiple frames per second.
. Review and Select: Later, you can choose the best frame from the burst series.

4. Stabilization

e  Use a Tripod/Monopod: For panning or long shutter speeds, a tripod or monopod can help keep your
camera steady and reduce unwanted blur.

*  Image Stabilization: If your lens or camera has image stabilization, use it to reduce camera shake,
especially at slower shutter speeds.

Practice and Experimentation

The key to mastering speed photography lies in practice and experimentation. Here are a few ideas to get started:

e  Start with Everyday Subjects: Practice on cars passing by, pets playing, or people cycling. It’s an
excellent way to experiment with settings in a controlled environment.

e Analyse Your Shots: Review your photos to see what works and what doesn’t. Look at sharpness, blur,
and overall composition.

*  Adjust Settings: Don’t be afraid to tweak your settings and try different combinations. Learning how
different shutter speeds, apertures, and ISOs affect your images will improve your skills.

Creative Focus 2024:

Creative Focus is an online photography competition held by the Pukekohe Franklin Camera Club.
The competition is held every year and invites photographers nationally and internationally to enter
the competition. The aim of the competition is to promote creative photography and challenge the
photographer to create innovative images and create a totally different perspective.

Entries opened on 17th June and close on 21st July. Prize giving will be on 23rd August 2024.

https://photography.org.nz/calendarofevents/creative-focus-2024/
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Congratulations on the submissions for the month of June.
Subject 1 - Open
Subject 2 - The Power of Flowers

Honours Images Below
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Hzighly Commended

Images




