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Taupo Camera Club Newsletter.

IMPORTANT Information: 

The next meeting of the year is Tuesday 15th October at 
the Vintage Car Club Rooms at 7pm. 

If you would like to submit images for club assessments, 
they must be submitted by 8pm on the Sunday after club night.  

The next entries for assessment are due on Sunday 20th October.  
The Subjects are: 

Subject 1 –  Birds of Taupo 
Subject 2 – Monochrome

Please note the email address for submissions is: 
taupocameraimages@gmail.com

 
Taupo Camera Club 

Exhibition. 
To be held in the 

Niven Room

at the Taupo Museum.


21 December ’24 until 
27 January ’25


Have your images 
been submitted?


Mark your calendar!
National Convention in Nelson – May 1st - 4th 2025

The next PSNZ National Convention will be held in Nelson, and it 
promises to be unforgettable. Two international speakers and a 
packed schedule of activities, workshops, and trade stands will be 
featured.

This is a fantastic opportunity to reconnect with old friends, make 
new ones, and learn from some of the best in the industry. If you've 
never attended a convention before, this is your chance! The Nelson 
Camera Club will be hosting, and they would love to see you there.

Details will soon be available on the PSNZ website, so watch for 
updates. And don’t forget— the PSNZ Sony National Exhibition will 
also be held during the event. Now is the perfect time to start 
thinking about the images you want to submit. The competition is 
open to both PSNZ members and non-members, with categories for 
both prints and digital images. You can find a complete list of awards 
on the PSNZ website.


Thank you to our Sponsors, Taupo Office Products,  
who continue to supply the Chocolate Fish which are 

given out to our Honours Recipients.

mailto:taupocameraimages@gmail.com
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A Day of Adventures, Bridges, and Almost Rapids: Tongariro River Outing. 

Eight of us gathered at the 2 Mile Bay car park bright and early at 08:30, ready for a day of exploration 
and, of course, photography. Our destination? The great outdoors and some famous suspension 
bridges. But first, we had to take care of the essentials: pies, sandwiches, pastries, and coffee. Because 
let’s be honest—no photo expedition can start without proper fuel.


After stocking up in Turangi, we made a short detour to the Major Jones Bridge, a 35-metre suspension 
bridge spanning the Tongariro River. Now, while we could have focused on capturing the many anglers 
dotting the river below—perfect subjects for some action shots—that wasn’t why we were there. We 
admired the view, took in the atmosphere, and continued our journey.


Our next stop was another suspension bridge, a short distance from the Red Hut car park and about 5 
kilometres further down the road. These two bridges form part of the Tongariro River Trail, and while 
their suspension-y greatness kept us entertained, we had bigger things in mind: the legendary Blue 
Pool.


Why legendary? Well, just a few times each year, Genesis Energy releases water from the Rangipo Dam, 
flooding the Tongariro River with a wild 30 cubic metres per second of water, creating rare Grade 4+ 
rapids—perfect for some adrenaline-pumping photography of rafts and kayaks—cue excitement.


We arrived at the Blue Pool, ready for action, only to discover one tiny detail... we were a day late. Yes, 
the rapids and wild waters we had anticipated had happened the previous day. Oops, there's a glitch in 
their advertising!  But did that discourage us?  Absolutely not.


Instead, we took a leisurely walk along the river track, snapping photos of the scenic views, enjoying the 
calm surroundings, and reminding ourselves that nature always provides something beautiful—even 
without rushing water. Once we returned to the cars, we sat down for a well-earned lunch and swapped 
stories of our near-adventure.


But wait, the day wasn’t over.  Next up: the Trout Centre, where we marvelled at the impressive size of 
the trout swimming about, probably plotting world domination—or at least trying to figure out why they 
were being watched so intently.


After some goodbyes, three of our number made a spontaneous detour to visit the famous Taupo Tree 
for a final round of photos because, after all, what’s a photography outing without squeezing in one 
more iconic shot?


And with that, we wrapped up our day: no raging rapids but plenty of laughs, photos, and pies.             
A good time was had by all!


Down in the Tongariro river bed.
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Mastering Histograms: A Guide to Perfect Exposure
Understanding and mastering the histogram is one of the most valuable skills a photographer can 
develop. This powerful tool, available on most digital cameras, helps you achieve proper exposure by 
visually representing the tonal range in your photos. While the histogram might look intimidating initially, 
it is simple to read and can dramatically improve the quality of your images.

What Is a Histogram?
In simple terms, a histogram is a graph that shows the distribution of tones in an image. It breaks down 
the brightness levels, from the darkest shadows to the brightest 
highlights and everything in between.

• Blacks or shadows are displayed on the left side of the 
graph.

• Whites or highlights are displayed on the right.
• Mid-tones are found in the centre, representing the 

shades between dark and light.
By glancing at the histogram, you can determine whether your 
image is too dark (underexposed), too bright (overexposed), or 
well-balanced.

Why Should You Use a Histogram?
While your camera's LCD screen provides a preview of your 
image, it can sometimes be misleading, especially in different 
lighting conditions. The histogram, however, offers an objective 
look at the tonal information in your photo, helping you spot 
issues like blown-out highlights or lost shadow details.

For instance:

• If the histogram shows a spike on the right edge, it means parts of your image are overexposed, 
with pure white areas lacking detail. These are referred to as “blown-out highlights,” and the lost 
information cannot be recovered in post-processing.

• A spike on the left edge means your image contains pure black areas (underexposed) with no 
detail in the shadows.

Using the histogram helps you catch exposure problems early, allowing you to adjust your settings 
before it's too late.

Reading a Histogram
A balanced histogram often has peaks and valleys throughout the graph, with no harsh spikes at either 
edge. But remember, there's no such thing as a “perfect” histogram. Different scenes will produce 
different distributions of tones.
• A low-key image, like a moody portrait or night scene, will have more data on the left, 

representing darker tones.
• A high-key image, such as a brightly lit portrait, will have more data on the right, indicating lighter 

tones.
The most important is to avoid clipping—those spikes on either edge of the graph indicate a loss of 
detail.
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Adjusting for Better Exposure
If your histogram shows clipped highlights or shadows, you can use your camera’s exposure 
compensation feature to shift the exposure to the left or right. For instance, if your highlights are blown 
out (spike on the right), you can reduce exposure to bring more detail into the bright areas.
In post-processing, histograms in software like Lightroom or Photoshop are invaluable for fine-tuning 
your image. You can adjust to recover shadows, reduce highlights, or evenly balance the mid-tones to 
achieve the desired look.

Common Misconceptions About Histograms
1. My histogram should always be centred: Not necessarily. The position of the tones depends 

on the scene you’re photographing. Dark scenes will naturally skew left, and bright scenes will 
skew right. The key is ensuring no important detail is lost on either end.

2. Clipping is always bad: Sometimes, clipping is unavoidable or even desirable. For instance, in 
night photography, it’s common to have pure black shadows. What matters is knowing what parts 
of the image are clipped and deciding if that’s acceptable for your vision.

Using the Histogram Creatively
Once you're comfortable reading histograms, you can use them to push creative boundaries. Want to 
create a high-contrast scene? Look for a histogram emphasising both ends of the spectrum—deep 
blacks and bright whites. For a balanced image, look for a more even distribution of tones.

Practical Tips for Using Histograms
1. Check your camera’s histogram feature: Most digital cameras have a live histogram option in 

the viewfinder or a histogram display after the shot. Learn how to activate it by checking your 
camera’s manual.

2. Experiment with exposure compensation: If your histogram shows issues, adjust your 
camera’s exposure compensation dial to correct it. A slight adjustment can make a big 
difference.

3. Use in post-processing: Even if you don’t use the histogram in camera, it's an essential tool 
during post-production. Monitor it in Lightroom or Photoshop as you make exposure adjustments 
to preserve important details.

Final Thoughts
Every photographer should use the histogram, whether shooting landscapes, portraits, or street 
scenes. It takes the guesswork out of exposure and gives you an objective way to evaluate the tonal 
range in your photos. Understanding how to read and adjust based on your histogram can take your 
photography to the next level, ensuring that you capture beautifully exposed images, no matter the 
conditions.
Next time you're out shooting, take a moment to check your histogram—it might just help you capture 
that perfect shot!
                                  ___________________________________________________
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Highly Commended         
Images
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